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Lewis and Clark Expedition





April 29, 1805





Dear Journal,


Today, I got chased by a grizzly bear for 240 feet! I never thought I would be scared in my life after all the dangers we have faced on this hard journey to find the Pacific Ocean in the West, but I was wrong. Grizzly bears are no joke! They can seriously hurt a man, even an experienced explorer like me. If I had not been able to reload my rifle and shoot that bear fast enough, I would not be writing this entry right now!


The Corps of Discovery—William Clark, 40 men and our Native American guide, Sacagawea, and I—have been on this expedition, or journey, to explore the Louisiana Territory for nearly a year now. We left St. Louis, Missouri, on May 21, 1804 in several boats. We have been following the Missouri River to the West, but soon we will have to leave our boats and use horses to cross over the rugged Rocky Mountains. 


As you well know, the United States bought the Louisiana Territory from the French ruler Napoleon Bonaparte in 1803. After that, President Thomas Jefferson asked me to set out on an expedition to do 3 things: 1) to explore this new land and its wildlife, 2) to find a route, or way, to the Pacific Ocean and 3) to establish friendly relationships with the Native Americans, especially the powerful Sioux tribe. 


Last winter was crazy tough! We had to stop and build a fort because the river was frozen over, and at times the temperature dropped way below freezing! Most of our encounters with the natives have been good. The Mandan, Blackfeet, Nez Perce, Walla Walla and Shoshone Indians traded with us and sent us guides, but others like the Sioux were not as happy to meet us! 


To be honest with you, all I really care about is getting to Fort Clatsop! That is the point where the Columbia River meets the Pacific Ocean. If we get there safely, it will be mission accomplished!!				--Meriwether Lewis 














